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COL. RISDON M. MOORE. 



Col. Eisdon Marshall Moore died at his home in San 
Antonio, Texas, on the 26th of January, 1909, at the age 
of 81 years, 11 months and 10 days, having been bom at 
the foot of the Sugar Loaf, in St. Clair county, Illinois, on 
the 16th of February, 1827. His grandfather, James 
Moore, a native of Maryland, came to Illinois in 1781, and 
was the first settler at Bellefountaine, in Monroe county. 
His son, Enoch Moore, Col. Eisdon M. Moore's father, 
cleared a farm in the edge of the American Bottom, near 
the large spring at the foot of the Sugar Loaf Cliff, and 
there taught the first school in that settlement. Col. Moore 
commenced his education there under the tuition of his 
father, and after years of alternate farm work and study, 
graduated at McKendree College in 1850. From 1849 to 
1855 he was classical tutor, and from 1855 to 1862 was, 
first, professor of Grreek and Latin and then of mathe- 
matics and astronomy, in McKendree College. 

The Civil War having commenced, he resigned his pro- 
fessorship and raised the 117th regiment of Illinois 
infantry volunteers, and was elected its colonel. His regi- 
ment did effective service under Generals Grant and A. C. 
Smith in several hard fought battles and campaigns and 
was finally mustered out of service at Camp Butler, on 
the 5th of August, 1865. He was then offered a commis- 
sion of brigadier general if he would remain in the ser- 
vice, but declined and returned to his position in Mc- 
Kendree College. Finding life there too monotonous after 
his stirring military experience, he resigned his chair and 
located in Alabama, where he engaged in the coal and iron 
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business and from there moved to San Antonio in June, 
1877. There he served the government in various civil 
capacities, principally as U. S. Treasury Agent, until his 
death. 

On Sept. 14, 1857, Col. Moore was united in marriage 
to Miss Helen Simmons, of Northampton, Massachusetts, 
who survives him with two sons and one daughter. 

Col. Moore was distinguished for superior talents and 
charming personality, and was a writer of marked ability. 
He wrote much for the press and at the time of his death 
had a poem of 180 pages on Lincoln in icourse of publi- 
cation. He also left an unfinished volume of personal 
memories, rich in early Illinois history. He was a life- 
long devout Methodist and a prominent member of the 
Grand Army of the Eepublic, but at no time an active 
politician. 

The traits of character that raised him above the aver- 
age of men in the esteem, respect and affection of those 
who knew him, were sterling patrotism, honor, sincerity, 
broad charity and big-hearted benevolenSce. 

J. F. S. 



